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Further west, the Cosmoledo and Comoro Islands -consist of
atolls   and  islands surrounded by barrier reefs; and these
bring us pretty close to the present shores of   Africa and
Madagascar.    It seems at least probable that in this chain of
atolls, banks and barrier reefs, we have indicated the position
of an   ancient  mountain chain,  which  possibly  formed the
backbone of a tract of later Palaeozoic,   Mesozoic and  early
Tertiary land, being related to it   much   as the  Alpine and
Himalayan system is to the European-Asiatic continent, and
the Rocky Mountains and Andes to the two Americas.   As it
is desirable to designate this Mesozoic land by a name, I would
propose that of Indo^Oceanea. Professor Huxley has suggest-
ed on palseontologlcal grounds that a land  conisesicMi existed
in this regioE (or rather between Abyssinia and India) during
the Miocene epoch.   From what has been said above, it mill
be seen that I infer  its  existence from a far earlier date.
With regard to  its  depression,  the only present evidence
relates to its northern extremity and shows that it was in this
region, later than the great trap flows of the Dakhao.   These
enormous sheets of volcanic rock are   remarkably horizontal
to the east of the Ghats and the   Sahyadri range, but to the
west of this, they begin to dip seawards, so that the island of
Bombay is  composd  of  the higher  part of the formation
This Indicates only that the depression to the  westward  has
taken place in Tertiary times,  and to  that extent,   Professor
Huxley's inference, that it was  after the   Miocene  period, is
quite consistent with the geological evidence.
" Palaeontology, physical geography and geology, equally
with the ascertained distribution of living animals and plants,
offer their concurrent testimony to the former close connexion
of Africa and India, including the tropical islands of the
Indian Ocean. The Indo-Oceanic land appears to have exist-
ed from at least early Permian times, probably (as Professor
Huxley has pointed out) up to the close of tbe Miocene
epoch ; and South Africa and Peoinsuler In<to are the